Positive mind-set is important to move forward

The Japan Times has sent junior reporters to the 15th Conference
of the Parties under the United Nations’ Climate Change Conven-
tion (COP15), being held in Copenhagen. Prior to the conference,
the reporters interviewed leaders of Japanese NGOs, the govern-
ment and the business community. This is the fourth in a series of

such interviews.

Juniors Report on
Climate Change

Tetsuro Fukuyama, State
Secretary for Foreign Affairs
Reporters: Mariko linuma, 13,

Q: We are concerned about
our future because we hear
that greenhouse gas reduction
measures will increase the
burden on future generations.
A: The phrase “increasing
burden” is used as a kind of
message to scare people.
Burden is not a positive word.
The government has built
roads and other social infra-
structure, but have you ever
been given explanations as to
how much burden people
have to shoulder for that?

We need to think about how
to transform our society in
order to reach our target of
reducing greenhouse gas
emissions by 80 percent by
2050. We think that spending
taxes on greenhouse gas re-
duction measures is a neces-
sary investment for the fu-
ture. Calling it a burden will
only discourage people from
trying to do something about
global warming. But as for
what is perceived as a bur-
den, the government has a
duty to honestly explain to the

people and ask for their coop-
eration. One thing for sure is
that we cannot move forward
if we try to keep the status
quo. Unless people change, it
is forecast that we will have
abnormal weather that
makes agricultural produc-
tion difficult. To move the
country forward toward the
future, you need to think posi-
tive and act.

Q: Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama has announced a 25
percent reduction target on
the condition that all major
emitters agree on ambitious
targets. What will happen if the
other countries fail to reach an
agreement during COP15?

A: I cannot answer that ques-
tion because we are still ne-
gotiating to reach an agree-
ment. Specific policies to
achieve the 25 percent reduc-
tion target are now being
considered by the prime min-
ister’s office and other sec-
tions of the government. We
have prepared the Basic Law
on Global Warming Counter-
measures, which will include
a domestic emissions trading
system, a global warning
measures tax, a feed-in tariff
to encourage the use of re-
newable energy, as well as
promoting the installation of
insulation in houses. It has
been only three months since
the Democratic Party of

Japan took power. You may
think many of our plans still
lack details, but we will
make policies and imple-
ment them from now on, so
you will gradually be able to
see progress.

Q: | (Saki Fujiwara) had a vid-
eoconference with British For-
eign Minister David Miliband
on Nov. 17. The minister said
it is contradictory that the DPJ
has promised to make ex-
pressways toll-free while at
the same time seeking to cut
greenhouse gas emissions by
25 percent. He said it was not
clear whether the DPJ govern-
ment is putting priority on the
economy or the environment.
How would you respond to
such a question?

A: I would argue that mak-
ing expressways toll-free
does not necessarily go
against efforts to reduce
carbon dioxide emissions.
Traffic jams cause higher
emissions of carbon dioxide.
We believe that toll-free ex-
pressways will disperse the
volume of traffic on express-
ways and regular roads,
thereby possibly reducing
overall carbon dioxide emis-
sions. Meanwhile, we will
take steps to control the
emissions, such as main-
taining the toll on busy sec-
tions of expressways. This
can be called a social exper-
iment to reduce traffic con-
gestion. We expect to see
competition starting around
the world to establish a
model that combines anti-
global warming efforts and
measures for economic

growth in a well-balanced
manner. We believe that
Prime Minister Hatoyama’s
25 percent reduction goal in-
cludes such efforts. We are
taking more proactive actions
on climate change than the
previous administration.

Q: What actions do you think
youths should take about the
25 percent target? What do you
expect from them?

A: Climate change poses a
very long-range and tough
challenge for mankind. But it
may also be a source of hope
that brings new affluence to
our lives. The climate change
problem is a problem that
needs to be resolved over a
long period through genera-
tions. What the young people
can do is to understand or
even criticize the efforts that
today’s adults have made —
and to tell what you have felt
to others. Once youths start to
work, they will come to be in-
volved in climate change is-
sues not simply as a watcher,
but as a player. I would like to
see each of them spend their
school life preparing to take
action as a player once they
graduate.

I myself have engaged in cli-
mate change issues for more
than 10 year, and it seems to
me that it’s only the Japanese
who have pessimistic views on
climate change. It is a serious
challenge, but you can look at
it in a positive way if you be-
lieve that human wisdom will
ultimately win. What I hope for
young people is not to be too
negative, but take a more posi-
tive view on the issue.
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Supported by Royal Danish Embassy in
Japan/Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan/
K.K. Kyodo News

Sponsored by SIM-Drive Corporation/Sky
Perfect JSAT Corporation/The Society
for Testing English Proficiency/Unicharm
Corporation
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In cooperation with the United Nations
Information Centre/FEE Japan
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SIM-Drive Corporation

e-mail: contact@ sim-drive.com
http://www.sim-drive.com/

SIM-Drive, by developing and providing environmentally friendly vehicle technology, is committed to
making the world a better place to live for children and families.
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We support COP15 and
children studying English.
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